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One interesting thing about Americans is that we do
not often use metric measurements, such as kilome-
ters. For example, instead of kilometers we use miles
to measure long distances. Sometimes this causes con-
fusion, but Americans are so used to their system that
words like 'mile' are even used in some everyday Eng-
lish expressions.

Somebody who speaks quickly without stopping is
said to "talk a mile a minute", comparing their mouth
to a car travelling at a highway speed. On highways in
America, there is a small post at the side of the road to
mark each mile. In older days these markers were
stones, so they were called 'milestones'.

But in everyday English, a milestone has come to
mean as important event in history.When Mark
McGwire hit his 62nd homerun last year, it was a mile-
stone in American baseball history.

A Milestone
-about miles (1)-
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